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Montgomery County Natural Heritage Inventory Site Report

Wysner Mountain Area 

Site Significance: Regional
Size: 239 acres
Quadrangle: Lovejoy
Ownership: private
Protection Status: none

Significant Factors:

1.  The Wysner Mountain Buffer include stream buffers to Barnes Creek which has a North
Carolina Division of Water Quality classification of Outstanding Resources Water.
This is the highest classification and is one of only two streams classified as
outstanding in the piedmont.

Landscape Relationships:

To the southwest of Abner is Wysner Mountain, a mountain with three peaks and the tallest reaches
925 foot.  The steep slopes of Wysner Mountain are stream buffers to Barnes Creek and a major
tributary.  The tributary flows into Barnes Creek on the west side of Wysner Mountain.  Shortly
thereafter, Barnes Creek flows onto U.S.F.S. - Uwharrie National Forest property and passes north
of Dark Mountain.

Description of Natural Communities and Rare Plant Populations:

The Wysner Mountain Area consists of several natural communities that vary is vegetative structure.
Most of Wysner Mountain was recently clear cut, however, one parcel consists of upland slopes that
support a high quality Piedmont Monadnock Forest.  The canopy is dominated with mature Quercus
montana (Chestnut oak) trees.  Other canopy trees include common species of dry habitats such as
Quercus marilandica (Blackjack oak), Nyssa sylvatica (Black gum), Quercus alba (White oak),
Carya glabra (Pignut hickory), and Pinus echinata (Short-leaf pine).  Rocky outcrops occur near the
summit and the herb layer is sparse due to the dry conditions.  The Piedmont Monadnock Forest is
of high quality because of the mature hardwood trees and the dominance of native herbs.  The
Piedmont Monadnock Forest grades into a Dry Oak-Hickory Forest on the mid to lower slopes.  The
Dry Oak-Hickory Forest serves as a stream buffer to a major tributary of Barnes Creek.

The quality of natural communities varies along Barnes Creek and its tributary depending on each
tax parcel.  Stream buffers are lacking in some areas where either cattle have access to the stream
channel or timbering has occurred to the edges of the stream bank.  Other tax parcels support natural
communities adjacent to the stream.  Piedmont/Coastal Plain Heath Bluffs occur on the steep slopes
that border Barnes Creek and its tributary.  However, the canopy has been timbered on most tax


